
Tongariro – Round the Mountain Track 

Suitable for Gold Expeditions 

Distance:  65km 

Difficulty: Hard 

Location:  4 hr drive from Auckland 

 

The Round the Mountain Track traverses a myriad of 

landscapes, ranging from mountain beech forest, tussock-

country and alpine herb fields, to desert lands and glacial river 

valleys. Although a greater part of the track is in an alpine 

environment, there are no major alpine passes. 

 

Area description 
If you are considering the Round the Mountain Track please make sure you have good warm clothing, 

waterproof and windproof parka, leggings, comfortable well constructed hiking boots, hat and 30+ 

sunscreen. No Jeans! 
 

There is rain water for drinking at the huts as well as gas/wood heating. Times between huts are an 

indication only and may depend on fitness and weather conditions. 

 

Whakapapa Visitor Centre to Waihohonu Hut 

Time: 3 hr 30 min 

The track begins at the end of Ngauruhoe Place 100 metres below Whakapapa Visitor Centre. The Upper 

Taranaki Falls track takes you over tussock and shrubland and towards the Waihohonu Hut. Along the way 

you pass Taranaki Falls, Tama Lakes, an exposed Tama Saddle and Waihohonu Stream before reaching the 

hut.    

Waihohonu Hut to Rangipo Hut 

Time: 5 hr 

From the hut head left and then take the Round the Mountain 

Track. The track from Waihohonu Hut to Rangipo Hut crosses 

the only true desert landscape in the North Island, and as such, 

features vast plains of wind sculptured sands and volcanic rock. 

The track passes Ohinepango Springs then traverses the 

eastern side of Ruapehu, past the Tukino Mountain Road, the 

Whangaehu River, and eventually arriving at Rangipo Hut. The 

hut is perched on the edge of the southern end of the desert 

with views of the vast Kaimanawa mountains to the east. 

 

 

 



Rangipo Hut to Mangaehuehu Hut 

Time: 5 hr 30 min 

The track from the Rangipo Hut to the Mangaehuehu Hut is an undulating traverse. It leaves the 

desertlands of Rangipo, re-entering the mountain beech forest on the southern flanks of Mt Ruapehu. A 

feature of this section of track is crossing the awesome Waihianoa Gorge which cuts a path down the 

mountain, into Karioi Forest. 

 

Mangaehuehu Hut to Ohakune Mountain Road 

Time: 3 hr 

The gradual downhill traverse from the Mangahuehu Hut weaves through open alpine tussock country and 

mountain beech stands. After reaching the Ohakune Mountain Road continue up the road to Makotuku Flat 

Shelter and link up with the Round the Mountain track again. 

 

Ohakune Mountain Road to Mangaturuturu Hut 

Time: 1 hr 30 min 

The track begins at Wanganui Corner, the 15km point on the Ohakune Mountain Road, and descends into 

the Makotuku Valley. It crosses over a lava ridge and then descends into the Mangaturuturu Valley via the 

"Cascades", where a mountain stream tumbles over a spectacular rockfall. Take care here, as the rocks can 

be slippery during wet weather or icy conditions. The Mangaturuturu Hut is situated on the valley floor. 

 

Mangaturuturu Hut to Whakapapiti Hut 

Time: 5 hr 30 min 

On leaving the Mangaturuturu Hut, take the right track crossing the Mangaturuturu River before climbing 

out of the valley to Lake Surprise, a shallow alpine tarn and a short climb onto the ridge above. The traverse 

to Whakapapaiti Valley Track Junction features two magnificent river valleys.  This gives you the option of 

continuing on to Scoria Flat on the Bruce Road or to Whakapapaiti Hut.  The Whakapapaiti Hut is along the 

Whakapapaiti Valley Track. 

 

Whakapapaiti Hut to Whakapapa Village 

Time:  2 hr 30 min 

From the Whakapapaiti Hut the track continues down the valley crossing the Whakapapaiti Stream before 

meeting the Mangahuia Track.  The track continues straight on in an easterly direction towards Whakapapa 

Village. From here the track undulates for a number of easy climbs and descents before joining the well 

formed Silica Rapids Track and the village shortly ahead. 


